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LAURENS IDENTITY THIEF PLEADS GUILTY

Columbia, South Carolina ---- United States Attorney Bill Nettles stated

today that Christopher M. Wheeler, age 27, of Laurens, was sentenced today in

federal court in Spartanburg, for aggravated identity theft and use of stolen credit

cards, violations of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 1028A and 1029.    United

States District Judge Henry F. Floyd of Spartanburg sentenced Wheeler to 32

months imprisonment and ordered that he pay restitution to the victims of his crimes. 

Evidence presented at the change of plea hearing established that Wheeler

frequently visited internet chat rooms where stolen credit card numbers and personal

identifiers of the cards’ owners were posted.  From these chat rooms, Wheeler

obtained approximately 35 card numbers along with accompanying  names, billing

addresses, and phone numbers.  Once he had this information, he used
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www.westernunion.com to establish accounts in his name or in the names of family

members.  He then used these credit card numbers to send money himself money

via Western Union.  Upon arrest, Wheeler estimated that he stole approximately

$10,000 using the stolen credit card numbers.  The scheme was discovered when

the rightful owners of the cards reported fraud to law enforcement and Western

Union records were obtained.

The case was investigated by agents of the United States Secret Service, the

Laurens Police Department, and the Spartanburg Police Department.  Assistant

United States Attorney William J. Watkins, Jr. of the Greenville office handled the

case.
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